Genetic approaches to CNS disorders with particular reference to GABAA-receptor mutations.
The tools of molecular biology will bring the field of human genetics into a new era by permitting the analysis of the genetic contribution to disease. Most single gene disorders, inherited in a Mendelian fashion, will be molecularly diagnosed. In addition, the genetic susceptibility of common, complex diseases such a schizophrenia can be clarified, even though the conditions are not inherited as Mendelian characteristics. The mapping of the human genome will increase the rate at which new disease genes are identified and isolated. Finally, the development of genetically engineered animal models will help to dissect the steps involved in physiological and pathophysiological processes and thereby enhance our understanding of complex biological systems.